Introduction

against the words, 'There, There, There', to say that in
'his Cypher way of writing to Stella^ he writes the word
There, Leh\ At the end of Letter XVII, where he cannot
avoid it, 'lele' appears in the text. Strangely enough, on
the other hand, he invented substitute names for those
which appear in the original. In Letter II we come upon
'Presto* used to designate Swift, and in a note it is ex-
^'ained that: 'In these letters pdfr, stands for Dr. Swift;
pt, for Stella; D. for Dinghy \ D.D. generally for Dinghy,
but sometimes for both Stella and Dinghy \ and MD
generally stands for both these ladies; yet sometimes only
for Stella. But, to avoid perplexing the reader, it was
thought more adviseable to use the word Presto for Swift ^
which is borrowed from the duchess of Shrewsbury', who,
not recollecting the Dr.'s name, called him Dr. Presto,
(which is Italian for Swiff} * . . instead of Ppt. Stella is
used for Mrs. Johnson, and so for D. Dinghy; but as MD
stands for both Dinghy and Stella, it was thought more
convenient to let it remain a cypher in its original state/
He even proceeds to use little words of his own devising.
'Stellakins' is a plain example, and 'Sluttikins' is probably
also an invention. But the playful forms of address, 'sirrah',
'naughty girls', 'saucy rogue', 'saucy jades', 'slut', 'nauti-
nautideargirls', are Swift's, or near renderings of what he
wrote. All these words, in varying combinations, appear
in the manuscript letters. 'Sirrahs' ('sollahs'), girls' ('dal-
lars'), 'rogues' ('logues'), are frequent forms of address;
'naughty' ('nauti'), and 'saucy' ('sawci'), are favourite
adjectives.
Forster's (Life of Swift, pp. 406-7), Ryland's (Journal,
t>, xviii), and Aitken's (Journal, p. vi) indictments of
Deane Swift's editorial methods are not justified. There
can be little doubt that his text is nearer to the original
letters than is that of Hawkesworth. For a full discussion
see 'Deane Swift, Hawkesworth, and The Journal to Stella',
by Harold Williams, in Essays on the Eighteenth Century
-presented to David Nichol Smith, 1945, pp. 33-48.
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